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promptly on his own convictions, and by listening to the
advice of those who are not his friends.

Judge Field has no confidence in Stanton and fears he
will influence bad appointments for military governors,
and expressed a strong hope that General Sickles would
not be selected.

The paper this morning announces the generals who
have been designated, and Sickles is one of them. Sickles
is a favorite of Stanton, who defended him for murdering
Key. I do not think the selections in several respects ju-
dicious. That of Sickles accounts for Stanton's exuberant
feelings yesterday and confirms my impression that he has
been instrumental in selections, some of which will be likely
to cause difficulty. It would not be easy, however, to go
among the military men and choose five in whom to repose
full confidence. In listening to Stanton the President has
made no friends. The War Department has made itself
felt in the appointments. "The slime of the serpent is over
them all." General Grant has apparently borne himself
under all influences as well as could be expected, yet I
think he is to some extent affected and has been swayed
by Radical influence.

March 14, Thursday. McCulloch spent some time with
me this evening. He is a good deal desponding. Says
Congress is very corrupt. Certain Wall Street operators
know daily what is done in the Finance and Ways and
Means Committees. He gets information of the trans-
actions of that committee by way of Wall Street before
the committee reports to or advises with him, and his own
movements are also in that way betrayed. These Radical
patriots are swindling the country while imposing on its
credulity.

The want of prompt and decisive action on the part
of the President, who is deceived by Stanton, aided by
Seward, who supports Stanton, we both lamented. It has
made the Administration a failure and transferred power
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